Sample Room & Board Contract

FarmHouse Fraternity

(insert University)

HOUSE CONTRACT

Student’s name: ______________________________________________________

Date of Birth: _______________________

Social Security Number: _____________

Home Phone Number: _______________________ Pledge Year: ______________________

Security Deposit Amount: ____________________
Contract Term:  ______  years from date of execution.

FOR GOOD AND VALUABLE CONSIDERATION, the (insert) Chapter of FarmHouse Fraternity, an unincorporated Fraternal Organization (hereinafter “Chapter”) whose individual members are also active members of the (insert) FarmHouse Association, Inc., a (insert) Not-For-Profit Corporation (hereinafter “Association”); the above-named Student of the University of (insert), an active member or prospective member in good-standing; and the Student’s undersigned parent(s) or legal guardian(s) do hereby mutually convent and agree:

1.
PRIVILEGES: The Student shall be entitled to all privileges of affiliation with the Chapter in accordance with the Charter and by-laws of Chapter and the Constitution and General Statutes of FarmHouse Fraternity.

2.
ROOM AND BOARD:

a. The Chapter shall furnish room and board to the Student in the Fraternity House (hereinafter “House”) which is owned by the Association, maintained by the Association and Chapter on the campus of the University of (insert), with an address of (insert);

b. The Chapter shall provide to the Student such services as are customarily furnished by the Chapter to residents of it’s House;

c. This Contract is for living space in the House and nor for any particular room.  The Chapter reserves the right to assign the Student to a room and to changes his room assignment.  If the Student is occupying a multiple-occupancy room, this Chapter reserves the right to assign and change his roommate(s).  If a student wishes to make permanent improvements to a room, he may do so consistent with the room improvements policy of the Chapter;

d. The House shall be available for occupancy by the Student from four (4) days before the beginning of the Fall semester to the end of the Spring semester final examinations;

e. Board shall be available from the first day of classes through the last day of classes each semester.  Board shall consist of 14 meals per week, to be served on the days and at the times determined by the Chapter; provided, however, that no meals will be served on University holidays or during vacations.  The meals furnished under this Contract are not transferable by the student to other persons.  The Student may pre-arrange for his meal(s) to be served at a time other than usual serving times.  Under all other circumstances, meals will only be served during the hours determined by the Chapter.  The Chapter shall not be responsible for meals not served for reasons beyond its control or due to majority vote.

f. The Student shall use the House only for residential purpose and shall not conduct any business or commercial enterprise therein.  The Student shall comply with all local, state and federal laws, ordinances and regulations with the rules and regulations, by-laws, policies and procedures of the Chapter, Association, FarmHouse Fraternity, Inc., and the University of (insert).

3. CHARGES:

a. In consideration for such rooms, board and membership benefits, the Student shall pay to the Chapter all charges set by the Chapter during the term of this Contract;

b. The Student shall pay to the Chapter such individual charges as he may incur for optional goods and services furnished by the Chapter, such special assessments as the Chapter may levy upon its members, and such initiation fees, and the international fraternity dues as are customarily charged or assessed by the Chapter.  Such charges, assessments, and fees shall be paid as may be determined by the Chapter.

c. Monthly House Bills are due seven (7) days after they have been issued.  Members who are waiting on student loans or other types of financial aid will be permitted to defer the payment of their House bills until such money is received by them; provided, however, that such members provides written notice under the terms set forth in paragraph 8.f that they are waiting on a student loan or other type of financial aid.  Such notice must be verified by the Bursar’s office of the University of (insert);

d. Damage to a room or its furnishings beyond ordinary wear and tear, as determined in the sole discretion of the Chapter, will be charged to the Student(s) occupying the Room.  Damage to room or property used in common with other Students will be charged to all Students equally.  If responsibility for damage is acknowledged by one or more Students, the damage will be charged to each Student(s);

e. The Student understands that all rates and charges are subject to change by the Chapter.

4. MONETARY DEPOSITS:  The Student shall pay to the Chapter upon execution of this Contract a security deposit in the sum specified above.  The deposit shall be held by the Chapter and may be applied by the Chapter to remedy any default of the Student’s full performance of his obligations under this Contract.

5. ENCUMBRANCE:  The Student (and his Parent or Guardian, if he is a minor) expressly agrees that at the request of the Chapter, the University of (insert) may encumber the Student for failure to pay, when due, all room rental, food charges, and dues that apply uniformly to all members of the Fraternity.  (Monies owed to the Chapter for fines, telephone charges, and jewelry are examples of item costs for which Students may not be encumbered.) The Student (and his Parent or Guardian, if he is a minor) expressly authorizes the University to make such encumbrances with full knowledge that such encumbrance may deny the Student access to his transcript of academic records and preclude him from continued enrollment in the University.  The Agreement and Authorization shall not impair or limit the Chapter with respect to the unpaid obligations for which the encumbrances were made.  This paragraph shall not apply to any obligations which may be incurred by the Student after he ceases to be a Student at the University of (insert).

6. FINES AND PENALTIES:  With the exception of the verified payment delay due to a pending student loan disbursement as described in Paragraph 3(c) above, if the Student fails to pay any sum under this contract to the Chapter when it is due, he shall pay such fines or penalties as may be provided by the Chapter’s by-laws, plus interest on the unpaid sum at the annual rate of eighteen percent (18%) (1.5% monthly), and all costs of collection, including reasonable attorney’s fees, which the Fraternity may incur in connection therewith.  If the Student fails to pay any sum under this contract to the Chapter within thirty (30) days of its due date, the Chapter may discontinue providing board and membership benefits to the Student until he has paid the delinquent installment.  However, prior to such discontinuation of board and benefits, the Chapter shall provide seven (7) days notice pursuant to the notice requirements found in paragraph 8.f.

7. STUDENT’S RESPONSIBILITIES:

a. The Student shall take good care of the House and its furniture, furnishings and equipment; shall keep them in neat, clean and orderly condition; shall permit no waste or damage to be committed in or upon them; and shall make no alterations or additions to the Chapter House without the prior written consent of the Chapter and the Association.  Upon the expiration or other termination of this Contract, the Student shall remove his personal property from the House and shall peaceably surrender possession of the premises and property in clean condition and good repair, ordinary wear and tear resulting from careful usage alone accepted.  After surrender of possession by the Student, the Chapter shall have the right to dispose of any personal property left by the Student in or on the House premises, and the Chapter shall not be responsible to the Student to account for the disposition of such property;

b. Cooking is prohibited in the individual rooms.

8. RIGHTS:

a. The Chapter reserves the right to enter the Student’s room during reasonable hours for the purpose of inspecting the room and making such repairs, alterations, additions, and improvements as the Chapter or the Association may deem necessary or desirable;

b. The Chapter may terminate this Contract if the House becomes uninhabitable.

c. The Chapter may terminate this Contract and take possession of the Student’s accommodation at any time after the notice is given to the Student pursuant to paragraph 8.f. if the Student fails to comply with any of the terms and conditions of this Contract.  Such conditions include, but are not limited to, the following: (a) the Student has violated any term of this House Contract; (b) Student misconduct as determined by a majority of the Chapter members in consultation with the Chapter Advisory Committee and the Association Board of Directors; (c) the Student fails to maintain a membership in good standing with the Chapter or FarmHouse Fraternity; (d) the Student fails to make the necessary grades as determined by the Chapter; or (e) the Student fails to maintain in good standing his enrollment at the University of (insert).  In such event, the Student shall be responsible for any loss of revenue sustained by the Chapter, and the Chapter, at its option, shall be permitted to retain all sums paid to it hereunder by the Student to credit against any such loss of revenue, without limiting its rights to collect further loss of revenue and any other damages from the Student;

d. The Student shall not sell or assign this Contract without the prior written consent of the Chapter.  No modification of this Contract shall be effective unless it is made in writing and is signed by the Student, and the Chapter President;

e. This Contract may be cancelled by the Student if he no longer wishes to remain a member of the Fraternity; provided, however, that he does so by giving one full semester’s notice of his intent to cancel as set forth in paragraph 8.f. and by paying the full amount of his house bill(s) for the notice period.  Due to possible phenomena beyond an individual’s control and/or acts of God, this paragraph is subject to a two-thirds (2/3) vote by the Chapter for each individual case to be enforced;

f. Any notice required to be given pursuant to the provisions of this Contract shall be as follows:

i. Notice to this Chapter shall be by written notice sent by certified mail, return receipt requested to the President of the Chapter;

ii. Notice to the Student shall be written notice sent by certified mail, return receipt requested to him, c/o his Parent-Guardian as shown below.

g. Rights and remedies of the Chapter under this Contract shall be in addition to and cumulative of those provided by law.

9. WAIVERS AND/OR LIABILITIES:

a. The waiver of any violation or breach of any provision hereof shall not constitute a wavier of any subsequent violation or breach of either that same provision or any other provision hereof:

b. The Chapter, the Association, and their Officers, directors, employees, and agents shall not be responsible for any injury, loss, or damage to the Student or to the Student’s property resulting from fire, theft, or other cause.  Neither the Chapter nor the Association carries any liability, casualty, or fire insurance on any personal belongings of the Student in the House.  The Student shall insure any property that he brings onto the House premises against the risk of loss or damage;

c. The Student and his undersigned Parent(s) or Legal Guardian(s) shall be jointly and severally liable for the Student’s full and faithful performance of the terms and conditions of this Contract, including but not limited to the personal guarantee of the payment of any and all money now or hereafter owed by the Student pursuant to the Contract.

10. GENERAL PROVISIONS:

a. This Contract is made with reference to and shall be construed in accordance with the laws of the State of (insert), in which state it shall be performed by the parties.  Any action arising under the terms and conditions of this Contract may be brought in any local, state or federal court located in the County of (insert), State of (insert), having jurisdiction of the subject matter, and the undersigned parties hereby consent that any such court shall have personal jurisdiction over them with respect to any such action;

b. The Student shall comply with all local, state and federal laws, ordinances and regulation and with the rules and regulations, by-laws, policies and procedures of the Chapter, Association, FarmHouse Fraternity, Inc. and the University of (insert).

11. TERM

The term of this contract is for four years from the date of the execution of the contract, covering __________ academic years.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have set their hands as of the 

_________ day of _________ , __________ and caused this Contract to be executed.

FARMHOUSE CHAPTER:



STUDENT:

By: _________________________



______________________________








Signature

Its: _________________________



______________________________

FarmHouse Chapter Officer




Printed








______________________________

Home Address








______________________________








City, State, Zip

PARENTAL/GUARDIAN PERSONAL GUARANTEE OF PAYMENT

I (We), the undersigned do hereby personally guarantee payment of all fees and moneys due now or hereafter under the terms of this Contract, regardless of the majority status of the student.  I (We), the undersigned, have read this Contract in whole, and consent to all of its terms.

DATE: ____________________



______________________________









Parent-Guardian









______________________________









Parent-Guardian









______________________________









______________________________









______________________________







Home Address(es)








______________________________






Home Telephone Number(s)








______________________________








Work Telephone Number(s)

